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The tanks of the river were found in some places to he honey- 
combed with pitfalls for hippopotami and other animals. There 
were large numbers and many varieties of birds, but only one kind 
of fish, and that was a species of barbel, which occasionally attained 
a great size. The natives caught them and sold them in bundles, 
split, skewered open, and dried in the smoke. 

In adjourning the meeting, the President said that he must 
remark that the communications made to this meeting, and the 
observations which had been made on them, had given him as much 
satisfaction as he had ever experienced on any former occasion since 
he had occupied the chair. He then reminded the assembly that 
he had directed cards to be sent to every Fellow of the Society, in- 
viting them to soirees on the 16th and 30th of March ; and that if 
any Fellow had, through accident, not received the card, he hoped 
that the omission would be overlooked. 



Ninth Meeting, March 28th, 1859. 

Sir EODEEICK I. MURCHISON, President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — Captain L. S. Tindal, r.n. ; Captain H. Harris; 
Captain John Walker ; H. D. Jencken ; David Kay ; and Thomas Phinn, 
Q.C, Esqrs. ; were presented upon their election. 

Elections. — Colonel Henry F. Ainslie ; Lieut. -Colonel A. Lane Fox; 
the Rev. G. Croke Eowden ; L. P. Delves Broughton ; John H. Gurnet/, m.p. ; 
C. H. Rogers Harrison ; and C. Orby Wombwell, Esqrs. ; were elected 
Fellows. 

Exhibitions. — Several Chinese Maps and Drawings of the Yang- 
tse-Keang, and a magnetic variation Chart of the World, by F. J. 
Evans, Esq., r.n., f.r.g.s., were exhibited. 

The Papers read were : — 
1. Notes of a Voyage up the Yang-tse-Keang, from Wosung to Han-Kow. 
By Laurence Oliphant, Esq., f.r.g.s., Secretary to the Earl of 
Elgin. With a Chart of the River; by Capt. Sherard Osborn, 
r.n., c.b., f.r.g.s., in command of Her Majesty's Ship Furious. 

The squadron consisted of the Retribution, Cruiser, and Furious, with 
the gunboats Dove and Lee, and started from near Shanghae on Nov. 
9th, 1858. The Retribution was found to draw too much water, and 
was ultimately left 90 miles above Nankin ; the remaining vessels 
attained to the far-famed Chinese mart Han-Kow, which is upwards 
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of 500 miles from the mouth of the river. Immediately on com- 
mencing the voyage, extraordinary changes in the soundings of the 
river, since the time of Collinson's survey, became manifest — shoals 
had been converted into islands, and spots formerly avoided as 
dangerous were now in the course of the deep and safe channel. 
There were numerous delays from groundings, especially at the 
outset, but all dangers from first to last were surmounted without 
accident. Many forts, usually of a small size, had to be passed in 
the course of the expedition, those in the district adjacent to Nankin 
being in the hands of the rebels. They frequently opened fire 
upon the squadron during its upward voyage, but in no case was 
any damage sustained worth speaking of, and all attacks were 
speedily silenced. With these isolated exceptions, the reception of 
the squadron was sufficiently friendly. The character of the river 
banks is described minutely and with great detail in the paper : 
it is very varied ; all kinds of scenery appear to alternate. In some 
parts it is level and monotonous, in others highly picturesque and 
rocky. The river is often filled with islands, and in all places it 
shows signs of great alterations of level. The well-known pro- 
vince of Lakes, with the waters of most of which the river is con- 
nected, appeared truly remarkable for its extent. There was not 
much sign of life along the river. The cities were sadly desolated 
by civil war. Han-Kow was the only place visited that had any 
pretension to commercial activity. There is no other spot in 
the empire more suited than it to be the centre whence foreign 
trade might radiate. But " although there was every appearance 
of a denser population (in its neighbourhood) than had characterised 
many sections of the lower portion of the river, we were not im- 
pressed with the idea either of the fertility of the soil or the wealth 
and abundance of the inhabitants, which the meagre accounts that 
had previously reached us led us to form. The peasantry, where 
the country is not harassed by civil war, are contented and com- 
fortable ; but there is a total absence of anything like a display of 
wealth or luxury either in the towns or country. It is difficult to 
judge of the trading capabilities of a country so internally convulsed 
as China is at this juncture, but there seems a great danger of over- 
estimating them. Even between the Poyang Lake and Han-Kow, 
where the river is perfectly free from rebels, hardly any trading 
junks are to be seen ; and until we reach the latter city there is no 
spot at which any considerable head of population is collected, or 
any indication of an extensive internal traffic apparent." 

The mode in which European commerce appears likely to find its 
way up the river is by means of small river vessels starting from 
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Shanghae, and it remains to be seen whether or no the inexpensive 
but slow Chinese junk will hold its own in competition against 
river steamers. No chart will supply the requirements of a navi- 
gation of the river, for the remarkable and rapid changes in its bed 
defy all such facilities. It is only by a succession of native pilots 
— one for every 80 or 90 miles — that it is ever likely to be ascended 
with speed and safety. When the expeditionary squadron returned 
great changes in the hydrography of the river had already become 
apparent. All the vessels had safely arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Shanghae by the middle of January, 1859. 

The President. — In asking you, gentlemen, to return thanks to Mr. 
Oliphant, Captain Sherard Osborn, and the officers of Lord Elgin's expedition, 
who prepared the excellent chart now before us, I may state that this valuable 
communication contains a variety of illustrations of the state of the country 
since the rebels have taken possession of large portions of it, which the Secre- 
tary has not had time to read. I am persuaded that when you peruse this 
memoir in our Journal you will render every justice to Mr. Oliphant, not 
merely for his description of the physical geography of the country, but also for 
giving you an exact picture of the impoverished condition of very large tracts 
which were formerly in a very flourishing state. Fortunately, on this occa- 
sion a gentleman is present who has known the river and has visited the differ- 
ent stations on it when the whole population was in a most prosperous con- 
dition. This is Sir John Davis, whose paper is announced as second upon the 
list. He will give you a description of the interior of China as it was before 
the rebellion, as contrasted with the present miserable state of every tract 
which has been invaded by the rebels. 



The Second Paper read was — 

2. View of the Great Valley of the Tang-tse-Keang before and since its 
occupation by the Rebels. By Sir J. F. Davis, Bart., k.c.b., f.r.g.s. 

Sir John Davis observed that, had not the recent expedition of 
Lord Elgin up the groat river of China rendered such farther 
details superfluous, he might have occupied the time of the meeting 
with more of his own personal experiences on that river, as high as 
the Poyang Lake, within no great distance of Han-Kow, the present 
ultima Thule of English investigation. But, after the interesting 
memoir just read, he should confine himself to a brief view of the 
high state of prosperity, population, and trade existing at the time 
of his own visit as contrasted with the utter desolation since 
perpetrated by the rebels ; and the abundant depth of water 
in 1816 as compared with the low ebb of the river, which 
had formed the chief impediment to the progress of our steamers 
in 1858. They had been about eleven days from Golden Island 
to the Poyang Lake, and this, for them, was justly considered 



